VOICES OF THE BAY

LESSON PLAN TITLE: The Andrews Brothers; Early Settlers of Little Egg Harbor

CORE CURRICULUM STANDARDS:

OBJECTIVE (S): 

1. Students will be able to identify reasons people left the security of a successful community and settle along the Jersey Shore

2. Students will be able to identify and discuss early settlers and their significance to their area.

3. Students will be able to explain why historic houses are important, not just as buildings but as clues to the past

ANTICIPATORY SET:

We have already learned about some of the natural resources of the Jersey Shore. Now we are going to learn about specific individuals who settled here and used those resources as they transformed a shore wilderness into a community

MATERIALS:  Access to the Internet, background information with illustrations of historic homes and tax maps

PREPARATION: Break them into heterogeneous groups of four to five individuals for this lesson. Discuss early settlement of the Jersey Shore. Many students may not realize that the ‘bay side’ of the shore was settled in the 17th century (though the ‘beach’ would not become a permanent settlement for almost two centuries in most areas). Brainstorm with students why someone would uproot their family and leave a successful farm or other business and travel to an area as remote and frightening as the shore was in the 17th and 18th centuries. Such discussions might include economic opportunities, a sense of adventure, religious tolerance, the desire to leave a ‘past’ behind, etc. Continue with ‘Warm Up’ section. 

BACKGROUND: 
The first settler in what is now Little Egg Harbor/Tuckerton was Henry Falkinburg, a former Indian interpreter. His son was the first white child born in the area. He was followed in 1698 by Mordecai and Edward Andrews and Jacob Ong. Within the first 50 years of the 18th century other families followed including: Willits, Osborn, Pharo, Ridgway, Parker, Allen, Gauntt, Higbee, Mathis, Shourds and Mott. Meanwhile in West Creek, Manahawkin and Barnegat, settlers including Seaman, Bartlett, Sprague, Gaskill, Truax, Birdsall, Inman and Cranmer arrived. All of these names are still common in the previously mentioned towns. All are descendents of these early settlers. A search through a local phone book in nearly every old town will reveal names from centuries past.

It is important to note that there was no ‘Tuckerton’ in the late 17th century, nor was there an ‘Ocean County’. Instead, the entire area was known as Little Egg Harbor and was part of Burlington County. It was named by Dutch explorers in the early 1600’s sailing with Captain Cornelius Jacobsen Mey (for whom Cape May was named). Their explorations must have taken place in the spring when large amounts of beach nesting birds were observed. They named the place ‘Eyre Haven’, meaning ‘Egg Harbor’. Both Little Egg Harbor and Great Egg Harbor were named for these abundant eggs.

In Little Egg Harbor, the Andrews brothers of Mansfield Township, Burlington County purchased the land on opposite sides of what is now Tuckerton Creek. Edward (1676/77-1716), later to be known as the ‘Father of Tuckerton’ bought 560 acres on the east side of the creek, while his older brother Mordecai (1664-1736) bought 430 acres to the west. Edward’s land would eventually become the village of Tuckerton. This lesson will focus primarily on the Andrews brothers and their families.

While their house was being built, Mordecai Andrews, his wife Sara and their infant child lived in a cave carved into a sandstone ridge. Edward did the same. Interestingly enough, it was not uncommon for settlers in the middle colonies to live in caves while their houses were being built. It is likely that the ridge into which the Tuckerton Seaport Yacht Club is built was the location of their cave. Their original home was completed in 1699, but burned down in the early 1700’s. Andrews rebuilt the house circa 1709 on the same site. 

Locally known as the ‘Andrews-Bartlett Homestead’, this home represents the sole surviving example of Dutch frame construction in Ocean County as well as the southernmost example in the entire state of New Jersey. The original house was a one and a half story building with a lean-to addition in the rear.

Over the next two hundred years, the house would be modified with additions that raised the roof twice and extended the sides of the house in two directions to increase living space. Nathan Bartlett who bought the house in 1824 had 12 children, so he needed a lot more room! As a result, the house that exists today bears little resemblance to the simple one and a half story home built by Mordecai Andrews in the early 18th century.

The Andrews brothers were Quakers whose family origins can be traced back to the reign of Henry VIII in England. Their parents, Samuel Andrews and Mary Wright met in Oyster Bay, Long Island, a town co-founded by Mary’s family. Their marriage in 1663 was the first recorded in the NY Meeting of Friends. Before she married, Mary Wright was one of three sisters who were renowned Quaker preachers. At different times in the mid-1600’s, each traveled to Boston to protest the treatment of Quakers by the Puritans. Needless to say, their Quaker faith was important to the family, except for son Edward who was considered a bit of a black sheep. His parents Mary and Samuel even wrote of their concerns for his ‘lack of godliness’ at the time of their death. After settling along the shores of Tuckerton Creek, Edward underwent a spiritual conversion and eventually became known as a Quaker preacher of great renown.

By 1704, there were enough Quaker families in the area to justify building a Meeting House and Edward donated two acres of land for this purpose. That same year, he built a gristmill and sawmill near the headwaters of Andrews Mill Creek. The first steps for the Meeting House, completed in 1709,were millstones from Edwards' gristmill. When monthly meeting status was granted to the Little Egg Harbor Meeting House, it was the only meeting between Shrewsbury in Monmouth County and Cape May. Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, Little Egg Harbor was a center for Quakerism in South Jersey.

Both Edward and Mordecai became successful businessmen, engaging in a variety of occupations. In a document dated June 12, 1721, Mordecai Andrews of ‘Littel Eggharbour’ is described as being a: “Yeoman/Ship Builder/Salt Hayer/Farmer/Owner of Salt Works/Constable of Mansfield Twp for one year”. Edward was described as being a “Farmer/Sawyer/Quaker minister”. It was advantageous to have a number of occupations so that if one failed, others could be relied upon.

The descendants of the Andrews brothers married well, often with members of the early families mentioned previously. Some stayed in the Little Egg/Tuckerton area for several generations. Others relocated out of the area and moved outside of the county, state and in some cases, country. Despite their early success, the Andrews name is no longer common in the Tuckerton/Little Egg Harbor area.

Upon his death in 1736, Mordecai willed his plantation of 430 acres to his son, Mordecai, Jr. (1700-1763). Mordecai, Jr. was married to Mary Taylor and it is possible that he built the small house some 300 yards from the ‘Homestead’ in the 1720’s for his own use until his father’s death. Because this building was extensively remodeled and a saltbox feature added, it is locally known as the ‘Sunny Brae Saltbox’.

This building was built using English frame construction techniques. Like the Dutch frame construction of the ‘Homestead’, homes built using these methods were once common in New Jersey. Today, few examples of English timber frame construction remain, particularly in Ocean County. This is interesting because the majority of settlers to the area were English Quakers who came from Long Island where this type of construction was widespread. Dutch frame construction examples are more common with approximately 300 such houses in the state. Most are located in Monmouth, Middlesex, Somerset and Hunterdon Counties. These two homes are important because they reflect the cultural diversity of the earliest settlers to the area. In addition, they represent the growth of the town of Tuckerton from a settlement of widely scattered houses to a compact village dominated by maritime occupations.

WARM UP:
Review the background material regarding the Tuckerton/Little Egg Harbor region. 
ACTIVITIES*:

1. Review the earlier discussion as to why someone would leave the ‘known’ to settle in the ‘unknown’. Begin by identifying early families of the area using resources from the Internet and local historical societies. Assign a family or two to each group. They are to then research these families including: when they settled in the area, where they came from, create a family tree (marriages will no doubt include other early families), occupations if known, etc. 

2. Continue this research by locating at least one will or inventory of one of these early families. If one is not available use the attached example from the Andrews family. Once students have read the inventory, ask why such an artifact is valuable to modern day students of the past. Ask students to create an inventory of their own. Compare it to those of the 18th century.

3. Using a tax map, locate the properties of these families. Local/county historical societies and libraries as well as town/borough clerks are wonderful resources for these maps, which were often bound, in large books.

4. Discuss building techniques with students. What tools would be required to build a house? What natural resources would be necessary? How would natural resources affect building construction?

5. Once properties are located, try to find an illustration or photograph of these homes. Ask the students if they would expect to find the building the same now as when it was built? Why/why not? Review the information re: the ‘Andrews-Bartlett Homestead’ and the ‘Sunny Brae Saltbox’. Brainstorm with students why it is important to research and preserve these old homes.

6. Invite a member from a historical society or museum to the class to discuss early settlement in the area.

7. Archeological excavation around the ‘Andrews-Bartlett Homestead’ and the ‘Sunny Brae Saltbox’ could yet reveal important artifacts. Ask students to brainstorm artifacts that might be found some 300 years later as well as those that would no longer exist due to decomposition. What do such artifacts have to say to us today? Looking at the inventories they created of their own possessions, what would future archeologists have to say about them?

*Note: The teacher/students can decide whether to limit the students

Searches to the town where the school is located or to include other towns from the area as well

CLOSURE:

Resources:

Blackman, L both books

Burkee, J. (2005). Preliminary Application to Determine the Eligibility for Listing in the State and National Registers of Historic Places of the Andrews-Bartlett Homestead Historic District. 

**ask Joan if illustrations of homestead additions and other supplemental pages can be added to curriculum**

websites:

www.snjgg.com  Southern New Jersey Geneology

www.quakerinfo.com
www.religioustolerance.org/quaker.htm
http://home.supernet.com/~jlstrokes/oyster.htm  information re: Andrews family origins

www.newsday.com/community/guid.lihistory/ny-history-hs345a,0,6830018.story?coll=ny.lih   Andrews family history

http://archiver.rootsweb.com/th/read/QUAKER-ROOTS  Andrews family origins
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Will/Inventory of Mordecai Andrews

Will/Inventory of Mordecai Andrews:

“1721, 13 d. 6 mo. Andrews, Mordica of Littel Eggharbour, yeoman, will of. Children-Mordecai, Alice, Matthews, Edith Allen and Mary Cramer. Real and personal estate. Executors-wife Mary and son Mordecai. Witnesses-Elizabeth Willits, Jonathan Taler, Richard Willits. Proved November 4, 1736. Inventory of personal estate, 103.6.6 pounds, made by Jacob Andrews”. 

Will of Edward Andrews

Edward Andrews

01 May 1712

Little Eggharbour, Burlington, Co.

will of. Wife Sarah; children-Samewell (sic Samuel), Jacob, Petter (sic Peter), all under age; three daughters, one called Elizabeth. Home farm and a mill, incl. 50 acres of meadow, bought of brother Mordica (sic Mordecai); personal property. Executors—the wife and Thomas Ridgawa (sic Ridgeway), with Richard Orsborn (sic Osborn) and brother-in-law, Jacob Onge (sic Ong), as assistants. Witnesses—Preserve Brown and WilliamCramer. Proved 09 April 1717.

01 Feb 1716-7 Inventory of the personal estate, 330.5.2 ¾ pounds, incl. book debts 163.12.4 ¾ pounds, made by William Cramer and Gervas Pharo.

Will of Sarah Andrews

1732, 9 m. 2. Andrews, Sarah of Little Egg Harbor, Burlington County, widow, will of. Son, Samuel, great chair. Grandson Jacob Ridgeway, one ewe. Daughters, Hannah Parker and Sarah Cramer, my clothing. Sons Nehemiah Andrews and Issac Andrews, to have the rest. Issac to have his part when of age. Executor-son Nehemiah. Witnesses-Jacob Ong, Jr., Hannaniah Gauntt, Edward Ridgway. Proved June 17, 1773.

1773, June 17. Inventory filed by Nehemiah Andrews, the executor.

Will of Mordecai Andrews, Jr. 

1763, June 8 Andrews, Mordecai of Little Egg Harbor, Burlington County; will of.

Land on Pohatcong Creek of 929 acres to be sold. Sons, Jacob and Issac, my plantation. My wife Mary, household goods. Daughter Prudence, bed. Daughter Elizabeth, bed. Daughter Sarah, bed. Grandson Joseph Andrews, 10 pounds when 21. Daughter Kesiah, 10 pounds. Remainder to my wife Mary. Executors—wife Mary and my cousin, Issac Andrews and my son, Jacob. Witnesses-Hannaniah Gauntt, Daniel Shourds, John Gauntt. Proved August 3.

A more detailed inventory of Mordecai Andrews, Jr. includes possessions such as cattle, sheep, horses, hogs, in addition to carpenter tools, farming implements and a ‘servant man’. It is not known whether the servant is an indentured servant or a slave.

